
                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL PRIZE 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

 

By 

Mr P Duckworth 

 

Thursday, 11th November 2021 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC 
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Paul attended St Mary’s until 1982, where he had a real love of drama and 
acting, which was nurtured and developed by Mrs Swarbrick.  He has many 
fond memories of his life at the school: being creative and academic, he was 
always destined to go far. He says, ‘The Christian values that underpinned 
my education at St Mary’s have stayed with me all of my life. Thanks to 
teachers like Mrs Swarbrick, I was determined to make a difference to the 
lives of children and young people, just as my teachers had done for me. I 
always want to be the best I can be, make a difference every day and that 
has guided me through my continuing education (you never stop learning) 
and my journey into school leadership and supporting headteachers and 
governors with school improvement. Although I now work with hundreds 
of teachers and school leaders every week, I never forget where it all 
started and the values that this instilled. 
 
After leaving St Mary’s, Paul went on to study at Newman College and then 
Edge Hill University, to complete his training to become a teacher, 
specialising in Drama.  He says the experience, ‘provided me with the skills 
to embark on a successful career as a teacher.’ Paul became a primary 
school teacher and then went on to become a headteacher, before joining 
Lancashire County Council as a school advisor.  From here Paul took on the 
huge responsibility of becoming Acting Head of School Improvement. 
 

Paul is now the Head of School Improvement for DBE Services, which 
involves him working for five Church of England Dioceses across the North 
of England, supporting headteachers, governing boards and teachers with 
their own school improvement and development. 
 

In his free time, Paul leads a Christian youth drama group and regularly 
performs and directs amateur theatre in the local area, ‘My love of 
performing led me to amateur theatre and to setting-up the Mob & Leyland 
Methodist Music & Drama, which is a youth drama group for 8 – 18 year 
olds. Literally hundreds of young people have performed in our shows, 
which have ranged from bible stories (given a novel twist) such as Jonah in 
Space, Moses on Down (set in the Wild West) and Medieval Queen Esther, 
but we have also performed ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat’ twice in our 30 years. This show is especially important to me 
as I appeared in the St Mary’s High School production in year 10 in 1981. I 
have now directed it twice and have never forgotten the words after 
performing it at school. I took that love of the show; the love of drama; a 
successful academic record and a strong set of values with me from my 
cherished time at St Mary’s, which set me up for the future. 

 

 



PROGRAMME 

 

Musical Introduction 

 

Presentation of Gideon Bibles 

 

Opening Prayer:  Harvey Barton – Deputy Head Boy 

Evie Griffiths – Deputy Head Girl 

   

Welcome to Guests: Mr Philip Thompson – Headteacher 
 

 

Presentation of Prizes to current pupils  

 

 

Musical Interlude 
 

 

Presentation of Certificates and Prizes to last year’s Year 11 

  

Short Address by 

 

Mr P Duckworth – Guest of Honour 

 

      

Vote of thanks from:  Lewis Burton  – Head Boy 

Izzy Hodgson – Head Girl  

 

SCHOOL HYMN – ‘This Little Light of Mine’ 
 

 

Blessing - Fr Jonathan   

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE 

 

This little light of mine 

I’m gonna let it shine (x3) 

 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

 

This light that shines is the light of love, 

Lights the darkness from above. 

It shines on me and its shines on you, 

And shows what the power of love can do. 

I’m gonna shine my light both far and near, 

I’m gonna shine my light both bright and clear,  

Where there’s a dark corner in this land, 

I’m gonna let my little light shine. 

 

This little light of mine 

I’m gonna let it shine (x3) 

 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

 

On Monday he gave me the gift of love,  

Tuesday peace came from above. 

On Wednesday he told me to have more faith,  

On Thursday he gave me a little more grace. 

Friday he told me just to watch and pray,  

Saturday he told me just what to say. 

On Sunday he gave me the power divine,  

To let my little light shine.   

 

This little light of mine 

I’m gonna let it shine (x3) 

 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 
 

 


